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We have enjoyed a fabulous week of sport.  Our boys represented school on Wednesday at a tournament set up by Fleetwood Town wearing our stunning new tracksuits.  They played in a series of matches winning 5 out of the 7 games.  I was very proud of their determination to try their very best.  It was lovely to be supported by parents also during the day.  
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Our netball team also performed brilliantly winning one of their two games.  
Mrs Harding’s class enjoyed a trip to Millfield earlier this week and the group benefitted from using their green room resource to bring some of their written reports to life.  As a school we want to try and drive our standards up, providing purpose to our teaching and  learning.  Please discuss with your child what they need to do to further improve as their teachers will have informed them either through their marking or via a chat.  From September 2014, a new National Curriculum was introduced. It is the first major curriculum change since 2000. Children in Years 2 and 6 will continue to follow the existing programmes of study for English, Maths and Science until September 2015. 

Why has the curriculum changed?
The new National Curriculum is a slimmed-down curriculum for 5 to 16 year olds designed to challenge learners and place greater emphasis on core subject knowledge and skills. Its aim is to raise standards across England.

The new curriculum gives teachers more freedom over their teaching methods.

What has changed?
Learning objectives in the core subjects English, Maths and Science are changing and some new learning objectives for non-core subjects have been introduced. The below table provides an overview of the changes by subject.

	Subject
	Learning focus

	English
	There is now strong emphasis on developing vocabulary and using correct grammar, punctuation and spelling

	English
	Handwriting is expected to be fluent, legible and speedy and will now be assessed

	English
	Children are taught to debate and develop verbal presentation skills giving greater emphasis on spoken English

	Maths
	By the end of primary school, children should know how to convert decimal fractions to simple fractions

	Maths
	By the end of Y4, children should know times tables up to 12x12 (in the old curriculum it was 10x10 by the end Y6)

	Maths
	To encourage mental arithmetic calculators are not introduced until near the end of primary school

	Science
	There is a focus on scientific knowledge and language

	Science
	Children in primary schools are taught about evolution

	Science
	More scientific topics such as the human circulatory system, forces and friction are taught

	Design & technology
	Greater importance is put on D&T, encouraging children to becoming the designers and engineers of the future

	Design & technology
	Children use more sophisticated design equipment such as electronics and robotics

	Design & technology
	In KS2, children will learn about how key events and individuals in design and technology have shaped the world

	Computing
	Computing focuses on programming rather than on operating programs

	Computing
	From age 5, children learn to write and test simple programs, and to organise, store and retrieve data

	Computing
	From Y2 children are taught to understand computer networks, including the internet

	Computing
	Internet safety is taught to all pupils

	Languages
	A modern foreign language or ancient language (Latin or Greek) is mandatory in KS2

	Languages
	It is expected that children will master basic grammar and accurate pronunciation and speak, read and write in the language


Additional Maths afterschool Club for children in Years 3 and 4 will start this Monday until 16:15.  If you feel your child would benefit from this please let your child’s class teacher know.  Also inform school if  the session conflicts with another activity simply and we will send the additional work home as a photocopied resource. 

Please have a look at ParentApp as it contains links to 1000s of FREE resources to support learning at home.
http://www.parentapp.co.uk/ 
Uniform update:

The order forms for our new uniform will be in school towards the end of next week. Please note that although this has been brought forward due to demand we are not requesting you to purchase the revised items of uniform until you are ready to buy a replacement.  We are assuming that by having a phased introduction that most members of our school will be wearing the new uniform by September 2016.  All orders and payments are to be made to The Uniform and Leisurewear Company and we have been advised that orders will be be delivered in a week.

Items included on the order form are:
v neck knitted embroidered jumper, embroidered knitted cardigan, embroidered knitted slipover (tank top) , embroidered reversible outdoor jacket, embroidered coloured T shirt for PE, striped shorts for PE, embroidered book bag, pump bag, tie with a coloured stripe (full or clip on), embroidered tracksuit top and tracksuit bottoms.  

The outdoor coat and tracksuit are items you may wish to purchase but they are not items we will ever request as part of our uniform.  The school office have a record of the house team your child is in to help you select the correct coloured PE T shirt and ties.
Dates: 

Monday 19th January ~ Alan Bennett is in to work with our Infant Classes.

Tuesday 20th January ~ walk to school assesmbly

Wednesday 21st January ~ AGM for PTFA at 17:00 in school.

Tuesday 27th January ~ Owls’ Class Assembly at 15:00 in the school hall. Parents of the Owls Class  are invited to join us for this.
Tuesday 3rd February ~ Doves’ Class Assembly at 15:00 in the school hall. Parents of the Doves Class  are invited to join us for this.

Star of the Week[image: image2.wmf] certificates have been awarded to:
	Charlotte Jessop from Yellow Ducklings.
	Isabella Ibbison from Green Ducklings.

	Bradley Hurren from Parrots
	Josh Kirkham from Herons

	Ava Pettigrew from Robins
	Joe Smith from Owls

	Cole Dixon from Doves
	Jasmine Russell from Kestrels

	Tyra Hannon from Hawks
	Jodie Williams from Falcons

	from Eagles
	Well done everyone!


Notices:

		* To qualify for this special offer, collect 2 tokens from the Blackpool Gazette printed until 23 January 2015.  2 tokens allow you to buy up to 4 Northern Rail Day Ranger tickets (£10pp) or Weekend Rover tickets (£17.50pp).  Travel available 24 January - 15 March 2015 (excluding 14-22 February). All tickets must be for travel on the same day/weekend.


	Unlimited Travel
with Northern Rail
for just £10pp*

	


	

	


	
			

	

	Fylde Cricket Club are running winter activites for boys and girls aged 8-16 years at Hodgson Academy Sports Hall on Fridays from  18:00-19:30.  These sessions will begin on the 23rd January and are planned to run for 11 weeks.  The sessions are priced at £3.00 or £30 for all 11 weeks.  Contact Nigel Rhodes on 01253 882488 for more information.
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